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Who We Are 
 
People for Pets is a non-profit, no-kill 
animal shelter located in Spencer, 
Iowa. We currently house over 90 
cats and 20 dogs. With expenses 
averaging $6,000+ per month we rely 
on the generosity of our supporters 
since we do not receive any 
government funding. 
 
As a result of this generosity we have 
been able to save 400 animals this 
year so far. People for Pets 
coordinates with over 35 other 
rescue groups to help find the best 
homes possible for the animals that 
come to the shelter. Also, we work 
with foster homes locally who help 
while the dogs await their forever 
families. Most importantly we don’t 
turn any animal away and we have 
done much work with disabled or 
badly injured animals. 
 
Please consider helping us to 
continue our efforts by offering a 
monetary contribution and by 
promoting our efforts to those who 
may be willing to adopt a pet into a 
forever home. 
 

Special thanks to 
our Veterinarians 

 
Volunteerism comes in a lot of 
different ways at P4P. We would like 
to extend a very, very special thanks 
to the vets in our area who work with 
us every day of the week. They have 
been so helpful accepting after hours 
and Sunday calls. Their patience, 
financial help, and compassion is so 
much appreciated by our group. 
Many thanks to the great vets and 
their staffs at Dickinson County Vet 
Clinic, Homestead Small Animal 
Practice and Animal Medical 
Centers. 

Manny and Valerie road trip to Colorado 
 

Manny and Valerie were very lucky to come to 
P4Ps! They had been living in a barn and needed 
much medical attention. After several appoint-
ments with their favorite vet, they were ready to 

find their forever home. One of our volunteers graciously volunteered to transport 
them on Thanksgiving Day to their new forever family in Colorado. Many of our dogs 
are placed in homes a long distance away and many volunteer hours are spent trans-
porting. Dr. Beall was the bulldogs favorite vet.   

In memory of two very special People for Pets’ dogs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This past year, People for Pets said goodbye to two of our dearest friends, Prince and Henney. Both had lived at People for Pets 
since we acquired the building. They were very close and loved to spend time together. Both called P4P home and were much loved 
by the volunteers. 
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Greetings from People for Pets! First let 
me introduce myself, my name is Curly.  
I came to P4P one cold, rainy morning. I 
was actually dumped in the outside ken-
nel by my previous owner. That is pretty 
scary for a little, old 6-pound dog with 
failing kidneys and a mouth full of rot-
ting teeth. 
 
One of the wonderful lady volunteers 
happened to notice me when she pulled 
up at 5 a.m. to do chores. Yes, I said 
5 a.m.! Kay does that at least 3 days a 
week! She is a very dedicated and caring 
person. Kay took me inside and hugged 
and kissed me and said things would be 

okay....what she promised was true. I 
received endless love and wonderful vet 
care for the next three months. You see, 
the volunteers at P4P didn't give up on 
me. I had special food, medications and 
lots of instructions for care. I had a won-
derful vet, Wendy, who helped me 
through the tough times with a loving 
touch and great care. 
 
One day while I was hanging out in the 
office at the shelter, a wonderful lady and 
her granddaughter came in to see the 
animals. It has been a fairytale story. My 
mom adopted me and I am leading a 
wonderful life with a family that loves 
me and will forever. I have cute little 
coats and love to go for walks. My mom 
works at night, so she and I sleep during 
the day...I love it!!  
  
This holiday season I would like to rec-
ognize the countless hours that volun-
teers put in at the shelter. Many months 
there are over 1500 volunteer hours spent 
at the shelter!!! Unreal isn't it?? These 
people are very dedicated, caring and 
special people. This newsletter is dedi-
cated to these volunteers, my friends, 
who without them I would not be here. 
Thank you to each and every one of you.  
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‘Tis the season for sharing, 
giving and gratitude 

Brad is one our young volunteers. He is very dedicated 
to our shelter. He and his mom took two dogs to 
obedience class. This is another great way to volunteer. 
People for Pets is grateful for folks like Brad and his 
mom and the dogs enjoy their company too! 

2009 
Food Supply 

Facts 
 

Since January  . . . 
 

We have bought 
274 bags of cat food 
that equals 6850 lbs 

at the cost of $2397.50. 
 

We have bought 
184 bags of dog food 
that equals 9200 lbs 

at the cost of $3200.00. 
 

We have bought 
25 bags of kitten food 

that equals 625lbs 
at the cost of $218.75. 

 
We have bought 

6 bags of puppy food 
that equals 300 lbs 

at the cost of $105.00. 
 

We have bought 
377 bags of cat litter 

that equals 15,080 lbs 
at the cost of $2497.22. 
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Help with no added cost or effort for you! 
 
Simply shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers via GoodShop.com and a portion 
of your purchase will be donated to People For Pets! Or use GoodSearch.com to 
search the internet as you would any other search bar and People For Pets earns a 
penny every time you search!  

Meet one of our young volunteers 
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Jack and Bubba - two more adoption success stories. 
They are now living a very spoiled and happy life with 

their new brother Sparky in Wisconsin. 

Thanks go out to our volunteers 
from all over the country! 
 
There are many ways to volunteer at the shelter. We would like to 
recognize a few of the ways people help out. You don't have to 
"physically" volunteer your time nor do you have to live near 
Spencer, Iowa. There are many ways people are supporting our 
shelter every day! The following are a few examples.  

· Amber's family (now Lucie) donated $300 to P4P to 
commemorate Lucie's adoption three years ago.  

· A local contractor donated equipment and manpower to start 
reconstructing our landscaping in front of the shelter.  

· Another contractor donated equipment and manpower to grade 
our front parking lot.  

· Three local couples hosted a cocktail party to raise funds for 
the shelter.  

· Pete's family in New York City does a matching fund donation 
from his employer.  

· Dawn and Carl from Wisconsin, who have adopted two cute 
little dogs from us, help by putting together our newsletters and 
other communications. They also donated blankets for dogs 
and merchandise to be sold to raise money.  

· Supporters of P4P designate funds to be left to help care for the 
animals through provisions in their will. 

· A local business donated a new back door and installed it free 
of charge. Many people donate their services and talents.  

· One of our volunteers painted nearly the whole shelter last 
winter. 

· Supporters thoughtfully stop at one of our wonderful vets and 
make a contribution to our cause.  

· One special couple had a "Christmas in July" party at their 
home and asked their guests to bring donations for P4Ps! What 
a wonderful surprise, they filled up the box of a pickup truck 
with supplies.  

How can I volunteer? 
What can I do?  

Two commonly asked questions 
 
We have all kinds of ways to volunteer!  
 
· Physically caring for the pets.  

 
· Transporting animals to vet appointments. 

 
· Meeting adopters from a long distance part way 

to make it possible for a pet to get a wonderful 
and forever home.  
 

· Organize and complete fundraisers. Volunteers 
are constantly mindful of our need for funding, 
we have a very, large budget due to the amount 
of animals that we rescue in a year.  
 

· Write grants for not only our shelter but for 
outreach programs in the community for spaying/
neutering of not only owners but also for feral 
cats.  
 

· Visit local assisted living and nursing homes with 
the pets. The residents very much look forward 
to seeing the animals every month.  
 

· Donate refundable cans in our "can cage" 
located outside the shelter.  
 

· P4P has donation containers located throughout 
the area and they must be collected and returned 
weekly.  
 

· Local youth groups, including church and 
scouting groups often ask to volunteer and need 
supervision by adults.  
 

· P4P has a foster program for volunteers who 
would like to take a pet into their home and work 
with them until a forever home can be found.  
 

· Public speakers are often needed to get our 
cause promoted throughout the area.  

 
· People who do not have the time or are unable to 

volunteer donate money for operational 
expenses which run an average of $6,000 a 
month.  

 

It is a team effort! 
Thanks to other 

great animal 
welfare organizations 

 
As always, a very big thank you to 
the many rescues and organizations 
who support us and help us to save 
the large numbers of animals that 
we do each year.  
 
These great organizations are 
Miccio Foundation, BARK Rescue in 
Minneapolis, Pet Haven Animal 
Rescue in Minneapolis, Last Hope 
Dog Rescue, A Heinz 57 Rescue in 
Des Moines and many other great 
groups. 

Consider becoming a foster dog “parent” 
 
By: Nancy Bachmann 
 
Our "foster needs" list is always too long. There is always another dog, or two or three, or 
more, needing that golden opportunity called a foster home. Sure, you think, I "need" 
another dog in the house like I "need" a hole in the head. I promise fostering is more fun 
than that!  
 
Can I ask a blunt question? What are YOU waiting for? Sure it's the holidays, sure it 
takes some work, sure it involves opening your heart to a big unknown. What's your 
point?  
 
As the year ends we always take stock of how our life went over the last 12 months or so. 
We look ahead to big changes, new beginnings, "do overs" so to speak. Who wouldn't 
like some second chances? That is what working in rescue, and in particular fostering, 
gives us. 
 
Open your heart, open your door, your pocket book (hey, I'm a realist here!) to fostering. 
The second chances you get in the process are amazing, and the second chances you give 
are priceless.  

Did You Know? 
People for Pets does not receive any 

state or federal funding to help run the 
shelter. We operate completely 

on donations and grants. 

Quick Cat Tips 
Cat fights, infectious disease and vehicular danger are 
a few reasons to keep your cat indoors. The biggest 
reason is that indoor cats live an average 2 years 
longer. 
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We don’t give up on the pets who come to us 
 
Often visitors ask us at the shelter..."how long do you keep a pet here? The answer...until they find 
their forever home. Spirit is a true testament to that. Spirit came to our shelter when we first opened 
six years ago. Her owner could no longer care for her and had to move from her home to assisted 
living. Spirit learned to call P4P home. She resided in the "geriatrics" cat room for most of her time 
here, watching other cats come and go. 
 
About a month ago, her mom came into the shelter looking for a companion. Spirit is now living the 
good life with her mom and napping in the sunshine. Our pets are loved and cared for until they find 
their forever home. 

Pugsley was "dropped off" at P4P by a man that found him along side of a gravel road. He 
had apparently been thrown from a vehicle. His back legs dragged on the ground behind 
him and he had no use of them. The man who surrendered him said, "someone told me 
Pugs were supposed to walk like that"! 
  
After a visit with Dr. Sophie, we decided acupuncture was our treatment plan. A fine lady 
who has other Pugs took a shine to Pugsley and offered to foster him. Karen diligently 
took him to his vet appointments every week for several weeks. 
 
Soon Pugsley was very fortunate to call Karen “Mom”. He now lives with his family of 
human parents and pug siblings. It is hard to tell that there was anything wrong with him. 
Due to the special love of the volunteers and a special family he is a survivor.  

A Pug with a grateful heart and a happy ending 

Consider a holiday donation to our shelter 
People For Pets is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit incorporated organization. We are staffed by 
volunteers so you can be sure that your gifts of money will go 100% towards direct 

animal care. Any gift of money is greatly appreciated. 


